
Enlightenment Thinkers
In the early 
1700s, a group of 
thinkers set forth 
the idea that 
people could 
apply reason to all 
aspects of life. 
These thinkers 
were known 
as:philosophes.



At the heart of their philosophy were five ideas:

1. Reason - Regarded as a sort of divine force. The absence of 
intolerance, bigotry, or prejudice in one’s thinking.

2. Nature - What is natural is good an reasonable. Believed  that there 
were natural laws to economics and politics just as there 
were natural laws of motion.

3. Happiness - A person who lived by nature’s laws would find 
happiness. Well-being on earth.

4. Progress - Perfection of society and humankind through progress.

5. Liberty- Seen as the only reasonable thing that could happen. 
Believed that eventually everyone would enjoy liberties



Major contributors included:

Isaac Newton
Theory of gravity

Voltaire
Candide

Fought against prejudice,
Supported reason

Denis Diderot
First 

encyclopedia

Joseph Preistley
Antoine Lavoisier

Studied oxygen

Benjamin Franklin
Electricity

James Cook
Scientific expedition 

to Australia

Johann Sebastian Bach
George Frederick Handel

Developed fugue and centerpoint

Franz Joseph Hyden
Wrote symphonies

Wolfgang 
Mozart

Classical 
composer

Ludwig van Beethoven
Classical composer
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I am not a fortune teller, I am not your psychic friend
I don't claim to know tomorrow, 

I don't even try to pretend
But I can be your storyteller, 

and I can be your truest friend
And I can be the sentinel 

for all the dreams that you defend
I am not a mystery, I am not a foreign code

I am not an ancient myth that any man has ever told
But I can be your miracle, and the coat that covers you

And when the windy world tells lies, 
my love will tell the truth

I can't give you dark or danger 
to make you realize what you've had

But every time we try to act like strangers, 
it only makes us both feel sad

I am not a fortune teller, but I can tell a fortune true
Every time it stands before me, 

and every time I look at you



How things were: How things were 
different after that:

Thing that 
caused 
understanding or 
change

Record an example of a time when you had an 
“enlightening” moment about something of significance in 

your life



The Enlightenment: 
European politics, philosophy, science and communications 
were radically reoriented during the course of the “long 18th 
century” (1685-1815) as part of a movement referred to by its 

participants as the Age of Reason, or simply the Enlightenment. 

Enlightenment thinkers in Britain, in France and throughout 
Europe questioned traditional authority and embraced the notion 

that humanity could be improved through rational change. 

The Enlightenment produced numerous books, essays, 
inventions, scientific discoveries, music, laws, wars and 
revolutions. The American and French Revolutions were 

directly inspired by Enlightenment ideals and respectively 
marked the peak of its influence and the beginning of its decline



How things were: How things were 
different after that:

Thing that 
caused 
understanding or 
change

Absolute Monarchs
No freedom of 

speech
No rights recognized 

by government

People revolted 
against governments

Kings had less power
Constitutions
Bill of Rights
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FINISHED FILES ARE THE RE-
SULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIF-
IC STUDY COMBINED WITH

THE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS. 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvPjtolajZk&list=RDpoz9nZCFmb0&in
dex=3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RGrCyDAVuk

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=OvPjtolajZk&list=RDpoz9nZCFmb0&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=2RGrCyDAVuk


1. 
The Marriage of Figaro: 

Mozart



2. 
Canon: 

Pachelbel



3. 
Clair de Lune: 

Debussy



4. 
Swan Lake: 
Tchaikovsky



Beethoven was in his mid-thirties during 
this time; his personal life was troubled 
by increasing deafness. In the world at 
large, the period was marked by 
the Napoleonic Wars, political turmoil 
in Austria, and the occupation 
of Vienna by Napoleon's troops in 1805.





A concert review from the debut performance: 
Radiant beams shoot through this region's deep night, 
and we become aware of gigantic shadows which, 
rocking back and forth, close in on us and destroy 
everything within us except the pain of endless 
longing—a longing in which every pleasure that rose 
up in jubilant tones sinks and succumbs, and only 
through this pain, which, while consuming but not 
destroying love, hope, and joy, tries to burst our breasts 
with full-voiced harmonies of all the passions, we live 
on and are captivated beholders of the spirits. 

– ETA Hoffmann



5.  
Symphony No. 5: 

Beethoven



6. 
The Four Seasons: 

Vivaldi



7. 
Blue Danube Waltz: 

Strauss



8. 
Hungarian Dance in G Minor: 

Brahms



9. 
Ride of the Valkyries: 

Wagner







10. 
William Tell Overture: Rossini



Open Drawing 
Quiz 

Thursday 

Spelling counts!!



Homework (due tomorrow): 
Print out the lyrics of a 

song that you enjoy listening to
that you feel carries a 
strong and intentional

social message
(please print clean versions, 

or use a sharpie to edit any words 
that are not appropriate to show your PG teacher)



2 Part Quiz today
Complete the 

Absolute Monarchs 
side first, 

then flip it over and wait for the
music to start 



Open Drawing Quiz: 
Write 

the title of the piece 
OR 

the composer
(will play 1:30, and then :30)

Spelling counts!!









Please read paragraphs 
1 and 2 to yourself

stop at the
(Cunningham, 1997) 

citation



How things were: How things were 
different after that:

Thing that 
caused 
understanding or 
change
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Read paragraph 20

Pick a color


